
To the Federal Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz 
Federal Chancellery 
Willy-Brandt-Straße 1 
10557 Berlin 
Germany 
 
(via Email) 

Berlin, 8. Juni 2026 

 

Subject: The G7 Must Respond Decisively to the Ebola Outbreak 

Dear Chancellor, 

As organizations committed to global health and health equity, we support the demands 
of the C7 Global Health Working Group, an engagement group of the G7 comprising more 
than 300 civil society organizations from five continents. 

In a few weeks, the heads of state and government of the G7 will gather for this year’s 
summit. In light of the current Ebola outbreak, we urge you to use this meeting to agree 
on a coordinated international response that is commensurate with the scale of the 
crisis. 

Within just a few weeks of its detection, the outbreak has become one of the fastest-
growing Ebola epidemics in recent history. The World Health Organization (WHO) 
reports dozens of confirmed deaths, as well as hundreds of additional deaths currently 
under investigation. The situation requires decisive action by the international 
community. 

Epidemics do not stop at national borders. Several G7 members, including the United 
States and the United Kingdom, have already announced additional financial support to 
combat the outbreak. The German government should join these efforts and, together 
with its partners, make a substantial contribution to the international response. 

At the same time, the current outbreak highlights the need for greater investment in 
surveillance, prevention, preparedness, and response capacities for future health 
emergencies. Rather than creating new structures, existing networks and health 
professionals in endemic countries should be strengthened in a targeted manner. With 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



additional financial support, national programs can effectively expand their proven work 
in preventing and responding to disease outbreaks. 

The G7 must pool its efforts, coordinate additional measures, and send a clear signal of 
international responsibility. Increased support for research and development is equally 
necessary to accelerate the availability of vaccines, diagnostics, therapeutics, and other 
prevention tools. Protecting health workers, who care for patients under difficult 
conditions and play a crucial role in containing the outbreak, must be the highest priority. 

At the same time, recent cuts to international health and development budgets have 
weakened the ability of many countries to respond effectively to health crises. To build 
resilient health systems, development cooperation and investments in essential health 
services must be strengthened. Only then can effective vaccines, diagnostics, and 
treatments be made rapidly available to all who need them, and the human right to health 
be realized. 

Without a coordinated and adequately financed response, the Ebola Bundibugyo 
epidemic risks spreading further. This would result in additional loss of life, overwhelm 
health systems, threaten economic and social stability, and weaken global health 
security. 

We therefore call on the G7 countries to agree on a joint and ambitious response to this 
crisis at the upcoming summit and to provide the necessary financial and political 
commitments for its implementation. 

Yours sincerely, 

On behalf of the undersigned organizations 

action medeor e.V.  
Aktionsbündnis gegen AIDS  
BUKO Pharma-Kampagne 
Die Sternsinger Kindermissionswerk 
Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevölkerung (DSW)  
Deutsches Netzwerk gegen vernachlässigte Tropenkrankheiten (DNTDs) e.V.  
Difäm – Deutsches Institut für Ärztliche Mission e.V.  
German Doctors e.V.  
HelpAge Deutschland e.V.  
medmissio – Institut für Gesundheit weltweit 
Save the Children 
 

Contact: wiessner@aktionsbuendnis-aids.de  
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